Colorado Voters for Animals tracked a total
of 16 animal-related bills at the state capitol

this session, the largest number in our history.

Of these, 10 were ultimately used for scoring.
Highlights included two CVA-initiated bills:
HB-1283, to implement recommendations of
the Wild Horse Working Group, and HB-1299,
Which establishes the Animal Protection Fund
to help animals in disasters. We also worked
closely on HB-1180 to prohibit the sale of
dogs and cats in public spaces, and HB-1207,
which aims to reduce the surrender of animals
due to landlord and insurance restrictions.

2025 Bills

HB-1034 - Changes to Dangerous
Dog Statute

Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

CVA supported this bill, which protects people in cer-
tain animal care professions by allowing them to re-
ceive restitution for serious injuries caused by a dog.
Previously, if a dog injured a veterinarian, groomer,
trainer, etc. in the course of performing their duties,
the dog’s owner was immune from criminal liability
(unless the dog had already been declared dangerous).
HB-1034 removes this exemption for dogs who cause
“serious” bodily injury, defined as in-
juries with a substantial risk of death
or serious permanent disfigurement or
impairment, breaks or fractures.

HB-1180 - Prohibit Pet
Sales in Public Spaces

Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

Colorado Voters for Animals testi-
fied in favor of this bill, which closes
a loophole in existing law that some
were exploiting in order to circumvent
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animal health protections and spay/neuter requirements. HB-
1180 makes it illegal to sell pet animals out of the backs of cars,
in parking lots, and in other public spaces.

HB-1207 - Pet Ownership in Residential
Housing
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

CVA testified in support of this bill that addresses barriers to pet
ownership for Colorado homeowners and renters. The bill clari-
fies that insurance companies cannot refuse to insure or set rates
based on the breed of a dog in any residential structure used for
a residence and occupied by an owner or renter. It also requires
publicly financed housing to be more pet-inclusive.

HB-1283 - Wild Horse
Project Management &
Immunocontraception

Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

Colorado Voters for Animals testified
in support of this bill, which enacted
many of the recommendations of the
Colorado Wild Horse working group,
a committee that was created follow-
ing the passage of SB-275 in 2023. It
transfers oversight of the Wild Horse
Project from a nonprofit agency (cre-
ated by the prior bill) to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and directs the
project to seek sources of funding to
help care for wild horses, implement
an immunocontraception program to
stabilize herd size, and establish a new advisory com-
mittee. CVA was pleased to stand with Governor Polis
when he signed this bill into law.

HB-1285 - Requirements for
Veterinary Professional Associates
Position: Oppose Outcome: signed into law
Colorado Voters for Animals opposed this bill because
it undermines the will of the voters who passed Propo-

sition 129 in November of 2024. Prop. 129 aimed to
help ease the shortage of veterinarians in Colorado by



creating a new professional designation, the Veterinary Profes-
sional Associate (VPA). After completing a master’s level edu-
cation program, VPA’s would be allowed, under supervision, to
perform certain procedures that only licensed veterinarians can
currently perform. HB-1285 makes changes that some groups
felt weakened the new law.

HB-1299 - Animal Protection Fund
Voluntary Contributions
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

CVA testified in support of this bill, which creates a Colorado
income tax donation program to fund assistance for animals in
emergencies. Taxpayers expecting a Colorado tax refund can
voluntarily designate part or all of their refund to benefit the Di-
vision of Animal Welfare. The money would be used to respond
to emergency situations, such as natural disasters, to provide im-
mediate care and possibly shelter for companion or farm ani-
mals. CVA stood with Governor Polis at the ceremony when he
signed HB-1299 into law.

HB-1332 - State Trust Lands
Conservation & Recreation Work Group
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

CVA supported this bill that creates a study committee to look
into opportunities to advance conservation and recreation activi-
ties on state trust lands. CVA’s interest involves the possibility of
improving protections for wild horses.

SB-085 - Adoption of Research Animals
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

Colorado Voters for Animals
testified in support of this
bill that requires dogs and
cats who are used in research
facilities to be offered to a
shelter or rescue for adop-
tion into forever homes af-
ter experimentation on them
has ended. CVA was pleased
to be invited to stand with
Governor Polis when he
signed this bill into law.

SB-149 - Local Government Equestrian
Protections
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

Although horses have the right of way in equestrian areas, in-
creasing conflicts with other road and trail users indicate that
not everyone is familiar with the law. This bill aims to improve
safety for horses, riders and other users by authorizing local gov-
ernments to create equestrian zones and crossings, and to erect
signage to increase public awareness of the proper procedures to
follow. CVA testified in support of this bill.
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SB-168 - Prevent Wildlife Trafficking

Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

CVA supported this bill that adds additional state level penalties
to prevent the trafficking of endangered wildlife in and out of
Colorado. It adds all species appearing in Appendix 1 of the Con-
vention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)
to those covered under Colorado’s existing wildlife trafficking
and possession laws. Animals listed will now include non-native
endangered animals and items made from endangered wildlife
such as ivory, fur, etc. Depending on the value of the animals or
items involved, penalties range from the suspension of hunting
and fishing licenses to large fines and felony charges.

Other Bills (Not Scored):

HB-1064 - Prohibit Cultivated Meat

Position: Oppose
Outcome: sponsor postponed indefinitely

This bill would have made it illegal to manufacture or sell culti-
vated meat in Colorado. Cultivated or “lab grown” meat is made
by harmlessly taking living cells from an animal and growing
them to create a product that is essentially the same as meat from
a slaughtered animal. In theory, cultivated meat could have sig-
nificantly less environmental impact than conventional meat pro-
duction, while increasing options for consumers who do not wish
to support the killing of animals. Colorado Voters for Animals
had planned to testify against this bill, on the grounds that such
a ban would stifle innovation and violate the federal Commerce
Clause and the Dormant Commerce Clause. However, the spon-
sor pulled the bill before a formal hearing took place. HB-1064
was sponsored by Rep. Ty Winter and Senator Rod Pelton.

HB-1074 - Standards for Egg-Laying Hens
Position: Oppose Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill was an attempt to repeal a law passed in 2020, which re-
quires eggs sold in Colorado from large commercial producers to
be cage-free by January 1, 2025. Cage-free hens are required to
have a minimum of one square foot of space per bird. The spon-
sors of HB-1074 claimed it was now necessary to repeal this law
due to the rising cost of eggs. Numerous witnesses testified that



the cost increase is due to avian influenza outbreaks that resulted
in millions of hens being killed. Had the bill passed, it would have
forced hens back into battery cages to live most of their lives in
76 square inches of space, roughly 8.5 by 7.88 inches. Colorado
Voters for Animals testified in
opposition to the bill, which
was defeated in committee.
The sponsors of this bill were
Rep. Ryan Gonzalez and Sen.
Barbara Kirkmeyer.

HB-1258 - Scientific
Wildlife Management

Position: Support
Outcome:
defeated in committee

CVA testified in support of this bill, which was
sponsored by Reps. Tammy Story and Eliza-
beth Velasco. If passed, it would have required
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) to apply the
best available science to decisions about manag-
ing wildlife populations, and to adopt rules that
benefit wildlife, whole ecosystem health and all
Coloradans. Current law requires CPW to use
hunting, trapping or fishing as the primary means
of managing wildlife. Although the bill did not
restrict hunting, it encountered heavy opposition
from hunting interests, both national and home-
grown, who believed this bill was intended to end
their ability to hunt.

HB-1137 - Adopt a Shelter Pet Funds
for Community Cats
Position: Neutral Outcome: signed into law

CVA opposed the initial version of this bill, which would have
diverted 20% of the funds collected by the Colorado Pet Over-

population Fund (CPOF) to trap, neuter and return (TNR) pro-
grams for feral cats. Animal shelters across the state rely on
funds provided by the COPF. During the legislative process, the
bill was amended so that it allows funding for TNR, but does not
require a particular percentage to be spent on it. As a result of this
and other changes, CVA moved our position to neutral.

SB-139 - Grocery & Utility Bill Reduction
Measures

Position: Oppose
Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill sponsored by Sen. Mark Baisley contained several mea-
sures that aimed to reduce household costs in the state, including
the repeal of certain charges associated with groceries or utilities.
. CVA opposed this bill because among these

., was a proposal that, similar to HB-1074,
i called for repealing Colorado’s cage free
law for egg laying hens.

SB-159 - Use of Veterinary
' Telehealth

Position: Support
Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill would have removed the require-
ment that a veterinarian must first establish
a veterinarian-client-patient relationship
(VCPR) through an in-person physical exam
before employing telehealth. SB-159 would
have allowed veterinarians to use telehealth
at their discretion to establish such a relationship, prior to di-
agnosing conditions or prescribing certain medications, via au-
dio-video based communication technology. This is particularly
important in rural areas where access to veterinary care is lim-
ited. CVA supported this bill, which unfortunately was defeated
in committee. The sponsors of SB-159 were Sen. Faith Winter
and Sen. Lisa Cutter.

About Colorado Voters for Animals

Colorado Voters for Animals is an all-volunteer, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization incorporated as a 501(c)(4)
that works politically at the local, state and federal levels. Our mission is to protect animals through public policy and
to support candidates who are committed to animal protection. We lobby lawmakers to vote for humane legislation
and defeat inhumane legislation, and mobilize our members to communicate with their legislators. In addition to
compiling and publicizing this scorecard, we also survey candidates about animal issues, and make information
from both of these sources available to voters so they can make informed choices on Election Day.

CVA also has a separate Small Donor Committee (SDC), established to help get humane candidates elected.

If you value the information that CVA provides, and our advocacy work to
pass strong animal protection laws, please consider making a contribution.
You can support our ongoing efforts to be "a voice for the voiceless

and a vote for the vote-less” at Covotersforanimals.org/donate




- The numerical score is the legislator’s score on actual votes, which are based only on a bill’s third and final reading.

About the Voting Scores

- The letter grade is our overall assessment of the legislator’s performance. We considered votes, bill sponsorship, and any

“behind-the-scenes” efforts affecting animal-related legislation. The “Other Factors” column recognizes some of these
efforts, including sponsorship of bills that did not make it through the committee process (see “Other Bills” above).

- The “CLAW Attendance” column indicates which legislators attended (or sent an aide to attend) one or more meetings of
the Colorado Legislative Animal Welfare Caucus during the session.

NOTE: The scores don’t tell the whole story! Sometimes a legislator is either more or less animal friendly than their
score indicates. This is especially true during years when there are few animal-related bills available for scoring.

Who are My Legislators?

You can find out which Colorado state House and Senate districts you are in by entering your address in the
Find My Legislator tool on the Colorado General Assembly website: leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator
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