2026 was another banner year for animals
at the state capitol! Colorado Voters for
Animals tracked a total of 15 animal-related
bills this session, of which 10 were used for
scoring in the House, and 11 in the Senate.
We are pleased to announce that two bills
initiated by CVA were successful: HB-1133,
to close a loophole in the Traveling Animal
Protection Act, and HB-1306, to create the
Wild Horse special license plate. We also
worked closely with other organizations on
HB-1011, which ends the sale of dogs and
cats in pet stores in Colorado. This legisla-
tion is the result of years of effort to address
the trade in animals from commercial puppy
and kitten mills.

2026 Bills

HB-1011 - Prohibit
Sale of Certain Pet
Animals

Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

CVA testified in support of this bill
that prohibits the sale of puppies
and kittens in Colorado pet stores,
effective January 1, 2028. The intent is to close down a
major market for inhumane “puppy mills.” Stores may
instead offer the use of their facilities to shelters and res-
cues to help find homes for adoptable animals. A total of
26 cities across the state had already enacted similar or-
dinances at the local level. CVA officials were pleased to
be present at the ceremony when Governor Polis signed
this bill into law.

HB-1045 - Service Animal Housing
Protections
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

Last year’s repeal of federal guidelines regarding the
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rights of people with service animals under the Fair Housing Act
has created confusion for both landlords and tenants. This bill
re-establishes definitions for the terms “assistance animal” and
“emotional support animal” under Colorado’s Anti-discrimina-
tion Act. It requires landlords to make reasonable accommoda-
tions for disabled individuals who depend on these animals for
support and assistance. CVA tes-
tified in support of this bill.

HB-1132 -
Practices to Support
Pollinators

Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

CVA testified in support of this
bill, which encourages various
state agencies to prioritize the
use of native plant species in
landscaping and vegetation projects, to
support Colorado’s native pollinators and
to reduce water consumption.

HB-1133 - Traveling Animal
Protection Act Environmen-
tal Education Program
Position: Support

Outcome: signed into law

This bill amends the Traveling
Animal Protection Act, which
CVA helped to pass in 2021. It
closes a loophole that had al-
lowed an exhibitor to bring his
elephants to perform unnatural
tricks at the Larkspur Renais-
sance Festival, claiming that the
performance was “educational.”
HB-1133 clarifies that only cer-
tain accredited facilities are
covered by the exemption that
allows wild animals to be exhib-
ited for educational purposes.
CVA testified in support of the
bill, which will go into effect on
August 11, 2026.



HB-1183 - Continuation of the Pet
Animal Care and Facilities Act
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

This bill resulted from the required periodic “sunset review” of
the Pet Animal Care & Facilities Act (PACFA) by the department
of regulatory agencies. HB-1183 implements their recommen-
dations and authorizes the continuation of PACFA through Sep-
tember 1, 2034. CVA testified in support of continuing
this important state program that regulates facilities
that house or care for “pet” animals, including shel-
ters, large-scale breeders, boarding facilities and pet
stores.

HB-1198 - Increasing Access to
Veterinary Care

Position: Support

Outcome: signed into law

This bill aims to alleviate vet-
erinary care shortages through
expedited licensing of out of
state veterinarians to practice
in Colorado. It also establishes
a prescription drug take-back
program allowing unused
veterinary medications to be
donated and distributed to pet
owners who otherwise might
not be able to afford them. F
CVA testified in support of
HB-1198, which was signed
into law by the governor on
April 29.

HB-1229 -
Supporting the Human-Animal Bond
Position: Support Outcome: signed into law

This bill amends the definition of “social determinants of health”
in the health disparities and community grant program to ac-
knowledge the human-animal bond as a life-enhancing resource
that impacts the length and quality of human life. It authorizes the
program to award grants to entities that support the human-ani-
mal bond if supplied with the funds to do so. The bill was signed
by the governor on May 8.

HB-1306 - Wild
Horse License Plate
Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

CVA championed this bill that
creates the Wild Horse special
license plate. The bill aims to
provide the funding that was
recommended by the Wild Horse

Working Group when the Wild Horse Project Management &
Immunocontraception Act was passed in 2025. Starting January
1, 2027, Colorado motorists will have the option of purchasing
the Wild Horse plate when registering a vehicle. The registra-
tion donations will go towards supporting wild horse adopters,
sanctuaries, refuges, immunocontraception programs and the de-
velopment of humane, non-lethal alternatives to roundups. Colo-
rado art and design schools have been invited to submit original
artwork for consideration to
appear on the official plate de-
sign. CVA wishes to extend a
special “thank you” to our lob-
bying team for their extraordi-
nary efforts to get this bill over
the finish line!

HB-1342 -
Negligent Behavior
that Lures Bears
Position: Support
Outcome:

IR # signed into law

This bill increased the penalty for “knowingly” placing food or
edible waste in circumstances that are likely to lure a wild bear.
It increases a first offense from a warning to a misdemeanor,
and increases the fine for a subsequent offense from $2,000 to
$5,000. Previously, the law was difficult to enforce because au-
thorities had to prove that a person was intentionally trying to
lure bears. Bears who become habituated to finding food in hu-
man communities are frequently killed to protect public safety.
CVA testified in support of this bill.

SB-062 - Prohibit Certain Rodent
Control Products

Position: Support Outcome: Passed the Senate,
defeated in House Agriculture Committee

CVA testified in support of this bill, which would have prohibited
or restricted the use of second-generation anticoagulant roden-
ticides. These poisons result in a cruel death not only for target
animals, but also for those who eat poisoned animals or their
remains. This can include foxes, owls, hawks, and domestic cats
and dogs. The initial version of the bill also would have restrict-
ed the use of cruel glue traps, but
several amendments were made
to the bill and this provision was
removed. This weakened version
of the bill passed the full Senate
but in the House it was PI’d (post-
poned indefinitely) by the House
Agriculture Committee. (As a re-
sult, only senators will be scored
on this bill). SB-062 was spon-
sored by Sens. Lisa Cutter and
Kathy Kipp, and the House spon-
sor was Rep. Elizabeth Velasco.



SB-141 - Wildlife Collision Prevention
Position: Support
Outcome: signed into law

Beginning January 1, 2027, this bill adds an optional collision
prevention fee of $5 to motor vehicle registrations in Colorado.
The proceeds will go to a program to help construct more wild-
life crossings and other projects that reduce wildlife-vehicle col-
lisions and improve habitat connectivity.

Other Bills (Not Scored):

HB-1131 - Custody of Pet Animals
Position: Neutral Outcome: “laid over” in committee

This bill would have given the courts authority to make determi-
nations for the care and custody of pet animals in proceedings for
dissolution of marriage and legal separation, and the ability to is-
sue emergency protection orders concerning custody and care of
a pet. It would have allowed the courts to rule in what is the best
interest of the animal. The House Agriculture Committee “laid
over” the bill until after the end of the session, meaning that it is
effectively dead for the year.

HB-1323 - Wildfire Resiliency Prohibiting
killing of beavers

Position: Support Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill would have recognized the essential role of beavers in
maintaining wetlands, creating natural firebreaks and providing
habitat for other species. It would have required CPW to adopt
rules to prohibit recreational and commercial killing of beavers
on public land in Colorado. CVA testified in support of this bill in
The House Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources Committee,
which unfortunately voted it down by a vote of 3-10. This bill
was Sponsored by Reps. Mandy Lindsay and Elizabeth Velasco,
and Sens. Lisa Cutter and Cathy Kipp.

SB-065 - Systemic Insecticide Use Limitations
Position: Support Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill called for a prohibition on the sale or distribution of
field crop seeds treated with certain systemic pesticides that are
absorbed by plants and have detrimental effects on bees and other
pollinator species. SB-065 was defeated in the Senate Agriculture
& Natural Resources Committee. Sens. Katie Wallace and Cathy
Kipp sponsored this legislation, which was sponsored in the House
by Reps. Elizabeth Velasco and Kyle Brown.

SB-123 -
Prohibit Ventilation Shutdown for Poultry

Position: Support Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill aimed to create a more humane death for farmed birds
infected by avian flu and other disease outbreaks. Large-scale
egg and chicken operations frequently kill these birds by simply
shutting off the ventilation systems in barns and allowing them to
die slowly of heatstroke. The bill called for a prohibition on this
inhumane method of slaughter. SB-123 was “PI’d” (postponed
indefinitely) by the Senate Agriculture & Natural Resources
Committee. The sponsors of this bill were Sen. Lisa Cutter and
Rep. Elizabeth Velasco.

About Colorado Voters for Animals

Colorado Voters for Animals is an all-volunteer, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization incorporated as a 501(c)(4)
that works politically at the local, state and federal levels. Our mission is to protect animals through public policy and
to support candidates who are committed to animal protection. We lobby lawmakers to vote for humane legislation
and defeat inhumane legislation, and mobilize our members to communicate with their legislators. In addition to
compiling and publicizing this scorecard, we also survey candidates about animal issues, and make information
from both of these sources available to voters so they can make informed choices on Election Day.

CVA also has a separate Small Donor Committee (SDC), established to help get humane candidates elected.

If you value the information that CVA provides, and our advocacy work to
pass strong animal protection laws, please consider making a contribution.
You can support our ongoing efforts to be "a voice for the voiceless
and a vote for the vote-less” at Covotersforanimals.org/donate




* The letter grade is our overall assessment of the legislator’s performance. We considered votes, bill sponsorship, and any

About the Voting Scores

e The numerical score is the legislator’s score on actual votes, which are based only on a bill’s third and final reading.
Prime sponsors of a bill are indicated by “PS” in the column corresponding to that bill.

“behind-the-scenes” efforts affecting animal-related legislation.

e The “Other Factors” column recognizes some of these additional efforts, including sponsorship of bills that did not make it
to a floor vote. These are arked with “PS” (see “Other Bills” on previous page). Legislators who served as chair or co-chair
of the Colorado Legislative Animal Caucus may also be indicated here by “CC.” CVA wishes to thank all legislators who
attended or sent an aide to attend one or more of the CLAW caucus meetings

NOTE: The scores don’t tell the whole story! Sometimes a legislator is either more or less animal friendly than their
score indicates. This is especially true during years when there are few animal-related bills available for scoring.

You can find out which Colorado state House and Senate districts you are in by entering your address in the
Find My Legislator tool on the Colorado General Assembly website: leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator

Who are My Legislators?

KEY: v'=Pro-animal vote; X=Anti-animal vote; PS =Prime sponsor; S=sponsor; e=excused
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